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EAST CHINA EXCEEDS {EAR'S
FOREETRY PHOGRAM LN © MONTHS
. +he firat 6 mon*ths of 1951, the authorities and people of
o accomplished 149 percent of the forestry goal for the
\ . Tree:z were plantad on 458,000 mou of land lﬁne mou equals
16 scre/. The people planted 7,200,000 seed_ings, and the raise
ing of 5sedlings reached 88,2 percent of the goml for the whole
yaar. Thousands of effective new foresfeprotection teams were
organized. The .aperiority of private and semip:ivate afforesta-
+icn progrims over wholly state~opezrated plans ius been amply
gemonstrated . Bast China has 62 million mou of forests, with
270 million mon still aveilable for afforesztation.
From January through June: 1951, af'forestation in East China was carried : k.
out on 458,000 mou.of iand in East China, This represents 149 percent of the 3
gonl for the year. The cople planted 7,200,000 seedlings, more than twice .
th: yesr's goal. patriotic intersst engendered by the various political and B
m tary programs carried on during the period accounted for the great popular 3
{mterear in this vitel program. Raising of seedlings reached 88.2 percent of
the year's gosl. ‘ '
Tn 2ddition, 786 new forest-protecticn committees, four branch committezes, 3
and 6,519 teams were organized with a membership of 63,300 persons. They work 3
very effectively. 3
K
v+ has been desmonstraled that, except in North Anhwei, private or joint 3
state and private activity in the afforestation program is far more successful A
than pursly state activity. In several provinces, 90 percent -of the results : L
ware accomplished by privete activities, A large number of model workers and
activists were revealed. The people are now actively calling for more rigid
forest protection and for sealing off of mountain forest areas. This attitude
ceems to be developing into the proportions of a maess movement. )
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The people are being encouraged 1o sow seeds and develop their own private
ceedling plots, thus eliminating heavy dependence upon nurseries.

A mid-June forestry conference for the region reviewed the 6 month's re-
sults and egreed-to stress encowrdging and relying on popular interest in this
1mportant'activity. The masses will be encouraged to learn more about growing
seediings. The first consideration in afforestation is water conservetion,

pbu* +the second is Aevelopment of casheproducing crops. South of the Yangtze
River the people should be encouraged to promote afforestation for the latter
purpose. The cheapest way %o develop forests is to preserve those nov in exis-
+znee, both on jevel ground and in mounteinous areas, and to enlarge them bY
huwnan 1avor. Controlled cutting plans will be strengthened and expanded.

a1 timbered area in East China of 63 million mou.
However, there is still an

+, there 1s a tot
h of < timber has reached merketable age.
a of 270 million mou of wild land that may b
vhoroughly mobilized there are exce

2r support
ion preogram.
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e planted with trees. With popu-
ilent possibilities in the affores-
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